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Satire should, like a polish’d razor keen, 
W ound with a touch that’s scarcely felt or seen.—Lapy Montacve. 


‘Political Pasquinades and Political Cancatures are parts (though humble ones,) of Political history. They supply information as to the personal habits, and 
often as to the motives and objects of public men, which cannot be found elsewhere.”’-—Croker’s New Wuic Guipe. 
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THE WOODEN SWORD CONSPIRACY. 

The late affair under the above title, has been grossly under- 
rated, and, indeed, it would have been well deserving of the 
ridicule with which it has been generally treated, had nothing 
more been elicited, but that which appeared in the reports of 
If there had been 


really nothing more in the case than mere wooden swords, and 


the proceedings before the magistrates. 


penny jessons in fencing, we should have been equally disgusted, 


with all other persons, at the odious conduct of the blue devil 


of a policeman, who walked into a private apartment, where for 


his intrusion, his nose ought really to have experienced a most 
vigorous tweaking. We thought there must have been some- 
thing behind the curtain, or a few poor fellows would surely 
never have been taken up for learning single-stick of a decayed 
sergeant of hussars; while Angelo’s fashionable fencing-rooms, 
where real swords are used, should be permitted to remain 
open. We concluded there must be some peculiar circumstances 
in the present case, to warrant the taking into custody of six 
poor devils in the Minories, while Clumber Hal], is permitted 
still to threaten with mounted cannons, and armed men, those 
who may think proper to pay a visit to the Duke of Neweastle. 
We wondered that in a country where the laws are so remark- 
able for their equality, six poor wooden-sworded wretches 
should be incarcerated as formidable enemies to the state, 
while, perhaps, as many hundred armed men await without 
molestation, the martial intentions of His Grace of Newcastle. 
We marvelled, greatly, how the air of a hayloft could be 
thought so much more congenial to treason, than the atmosphere 
ofa fortified castle; and why a wooden sword should appear so 


much more like a revolutionary weapon, and of course be a great 


———a—-  -——~ 


deal more formidable thana brass caunon, Rags, with empty 
pockets and unfed stomachs, cannot, we thought, be more terrible 
whenarrayed against government, than well-filled bellies and 
over-burdened purses : and therefore we imagined there must be 
something more than has been made public, with respect to the 
wooden sword conspiracy. We accordingly made enquiries 
into the matter, and for the satisfaction of the readers of 
Figaro, obtained the privilege of being present at a private 
examination of the parties which took place, where we need not 


mention, 
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PRIVATE EXAMINATION OF THE WOODEN SWORD 


CONSPIRATORS. 
The learned judge who opened the proceedings declared in 
a most enlightening enlogium on the law of England, that such 
was its jealous provision for the security of the state, it punished 


the design of treason equally with its execution, and that by a 
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consequence therefore to do nothing and overturn the govern- 
ment are alike punishable. The Jury assented to the wisdom 
of this proposition and proceeded to hear the evidence. The 
culprits were charged with assembling illegally to learn the 
use of arms, and for what they have an opportunity of knowing 
of the statutes, (which the King’s Printer won’t sell under his 
own price) had they met together to teach their children the 
use of their legs, they might have been incurring the punish- 
ment of traitors. The first witness was one Williamson an 
inspector of the T division, who declared that having lately 
assumed without any instructions the character of a govern- 
ment spy, he resolved to poke his nose in wherever he had an 
opportunity of fishing up anything like a pretext for depriving 
people of their liberty. Hearing that some persons were learn- 
ing to play at single stick in a hay loft, he thought he could 
get hold of a job, and accordingly went to Glass-house court, 
where he heard those singularly fearful words “ right cheek” 
and “ left cheek” uttered by a man, who, with open doors, was 
giving instructions to about five others. He accordingly went 
up the stairs, and took the whole number into custody, experi- 
encing no resistance from any one of them. Cross examined by 
the prisoners’ Counsel. 

Counsel—Are you employed by the present government to 
render it unpopular by these odious infringements on the liberty 
of the subject ? 

Police—Certainly not. 

Counsel—I believe the force of which you are a member was 
established by Peel and Wellington, the opponents of the 
present government. Are you not still attached to these wor- 
thies, and would you not be glad to do anything that might 
tend to the overthrow of their political adversaries ? 

Police—I certainly feel much attached to my old masters. 
Sir. You and your 


declared, a disgrace to 


Counsel.—Get about your business, 
whole tribe are as the magistrates have 
England, and cannot be much longer tolerated in this country. 

The Counsel for the crown now rose and dwelt with great 
vehemence on the importance of the charge against the prisoners. 
He remarked with appropriate solemnity on the dire import of 
the words “right cheek,” and “ left cheek,” 
that there could be no doubt but the six men, with their wooden 
down to the House of Lords and 


and declared 


swords, intended to have come 
have commenced a general massacre of the whole parliament. 
He admitted that wood was a funny materia] for sabres, but 
dwelt with peculiar force on the weight of the old expression of 
‘* diamond cut diamond,” which he said with the vulgar might 
weigh as anargument that wood was the very thing with which to 
* When Greek ” 
ingly observed, ‘‘ meets Greek, or, when wood meets wood, the 
He believed, too, 


attack the heads of the aristocracy. he glow- 


consequences may be equally calamitous. 
that the conspirators had gone so far in organizing their plans, 
that they had even been heard, in anticipation of a republic, 
familiarly to address their leader by the title of Dictator.” 


N LONDON. 


Here a general shudder ran through the court, which was, 
however, allayed by the prisoners’ Cuunsel, who declared that 
the name of the ringleader of this alarming conspiracy was 
Richard Murphy, and that Dick Tatur was the nickname 
he always went by among his intimates, 

The Counsel for the Crown, who had intended to enlarge on 
this apparently most tangible point, was instantly dumb- 
founded, the whole court was convulsed with laughter, and the 


prosecution dropped amid general derision. 





PARLIAMENTARY OPENINGS. 

We resume the pleasant specimens of legislative candour, 
by which some of the Members of Parliament, condescend to 
entertain those whom they do not benefit. The Tories are 
eminent for their excellence in this department, and in fact it 
is the one single line, in which they are able to give any- 
thing like satisfaction. 

Sir H. Parnell regretted he was not in a situation— 

Lord Brougham said that he thonght the Tories were very 
properly opposed— 

Lord Ashley said he should feel much pleasure in being 
permitted to represent— 

Lord Ellenborough, in reply to the charge of his being a 
sinecurist, observed that he had nothing to do— 

Lord Ly ndhurst said that he must oppose the Bill for making 
Members of Parliament liable to arrest, as he should not feel 
himself at liberty— 

Mr. Hunt said it would be madness in him to offer a cheque— 

Earl Grey declared he had no desire to create— 

Lord Wharncliffe thought he might improve— 

The Duke of Wellington said that seeing Lord Grey in hAzs 
place— 





THE INTERPRETER. 


Delicate Feelings. 

Colonel Sibthorpe considered the motion for the abolition of flogging 
in the Army, as an indelicate interference with the management of that 
military establishment, which was the admiration of the world, and 
which he trusted would long maintain its high character to the terror of 
the enemies of Great Britain.—Speech of Colonel Sibthorpe from the 
Times. 

The gallant Colonel having been bred as a legal man butcher, 
excites very little wonder in our minds when he talks with so 
much admiration of the system of military flogging. He is 
however, mistaken, though we do not doubt honest in his most 
sanguinary doctrine ; antl we think no man of any feeling will 
see the force of his argument, that to prevent cruelty to one’s 
fellow-creatures can be construed into an tndelicate interfer- 
ence. ‘This system of non-intervention would, if carried to a 
great extent, be far more considerate than agreeable towards 
the objeets of its adoption. If the Colonel for example, were 
set upon by assassins, would it be an indelicate interference to 
offer him any assistance, and when soldiers are flogged like 
brutes, is the legislature to withhold its salutary power of 
remedy, on the ground that any interference with the army 
would be extremely éndelicate? The gallant Colonel boasts 
of the English army being the admiration of the world, but, if 
it be, it certainly has never gained that character by flogging 
those composing it. How lac erating soldier’s backs ean tend 
to make them formidable to the enemies of Great Britain, we 
do not clearly perceive; it is a species of reasoning, truly Sib- 
thorpian, and shows an intellect on a par with that innate 
brutishness, that is evinced in a desire to continue the barba- 
rous system of flogging in the army, which will we trust 


speedily be abolis shed, 


FIGARO IN LONDON. Zi 


Bishop's Wages. ; 
The Archbishop of Canterbury said that if the salaries of the Bishops 


were reduced, qualified persons could not be found to fill the situation. 
Report in daily papers. 


Rather Enot-able. 


The Baroness de Feucheres was anxious to ally herself to 
the Duke de Bourbon, and she certainly took care to hold him 


What a dreadful state would Old England be in, if their Holi- | by the very strongest of ties. 


nesses the Bishops, should feel it their duty to strike for an in- 
crease of wages. Is the work of a Father in God so 
laborious that nothing under 15,000. per annum, will be consi- 
dered an adequate remuneration for performing the duties of the 
ofice ? Though it appears to be the general system that salaries | 

| 


Malapropos. 


No wonder that Perceval’s motion for a fast should meet 
with ridicule in a house exclusively devoted to the Commons. 


SE 


Lowered by being Hired. 


Though Sir Robert Peel pretends his opinions are not to be 
bought, he at least makes no secret of letting them out, 


in the chureh shall be regulated according to the work done, 
yet the usual plan followed in other cases is reversed in this, 
and they are paid the most, who do the least for money.— 
Curates can be found to undertake the pastoral care of congre- | 
gations on a very moderate scale, but because there is little or | 
nothing for a Bishop to do, competent persons are not to be | Lord Lyndhurst has been frequently heard to remark, that 
obtained without exorbitant salaries. We should imagine that | he wishes he bad had the prudence to decline, when he felt 
no great stretch of competency can be required to fill the office | disposed to conjugate. 
of the latter; and we should, therefore, recommend with due 


Want of Concord. 


| 
: 4“ Epi-Grammatical. 
respect to His Holiness of Canterbury, that moderately cheap hides Waitl ; € j hat : | 
Bishops may be tried, by way of an experiment, for a little while, | epee pene -_ /. i an See vil MOSES TRG Sm FeAposs 
. . . >» > , . ~ , ,« . , ° 
to see if they would not do as well as the present occupants of | "P°” aa eS a : Bie ego = } appeas selfish when 
- A ‘ TQ . » »r ‘ « r "oO . .« , 
the episcopal seesin England. Religion is a comfortable thing, | 7 Cory he ; = aly i es = ne 1 7 i tm the 
Foe a ee eight, as he will always be ¢ -tax. 
but we hardly see why it should be paid for in the proportion of | Weigats OS RO Wis Givers SS fee aepeeees Os Nene 
the-most expensive luxuries, and considering that it is allowed | Breaking up no Holiday. 
»a necessary also, the high tax on the article ought really | . . ways : 
” _ es - - steaatiaes. nl the article ought really | It is certain that within the next few weeks, the House of 
» abolished. 
~  Se | Commons, or the Cabinet will be re-formed. 
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Wot at all Barber-ous. 
Sugden the other day made a violent attack upon one of the 
supporters of Reform, who declared that considering the origin 
of the worthy Knight, it was strange he should have a disposi- 


ENGLISH MELODIES.—N 


| 

The following pathetic denouncement of schedule A is sup- | 
posed to proceed from the lips of Sir Charles Wetherell, and 
is suggested by the natural train of reflections that arise in his tion to deard his antagonists. 
mind, on his hearing that the good sense of some of the old | 
opponents of the Reform Bill in the House of Lords, would | 
probably induce them to permit the passing of the measure. | 
As schedule A will, it is well known, disfranchise all the no- 
mination boroughs, poor Sir Charles begins to find that he will | Inquests Extraordinary. 
not long have any choice with respect to the side he shall take Died overjoyed at prospect of his fame 
in the Honse of Commons. The bard has shown, with true Candies... Paniel cles soaner i tae natin = 
pathos, that the out séde will be the worthy knight’s unavoid- oe | | s 
able destination :— 


Going Out without an Invitation. 
Should the Bill be lost in the Lords, Earl Grey must of ne- 
cessity meet his calamity with due resignatian. 


| Very seasonable. 
A Whee Bussinn Bail | It is strange there is so little progress in the Reform Bill, 
Ain— Those Evening Bells. 
} 
| 


That schedule A, that schedule A, 
llow many a seat twill sweep aw ay— 


about Easter, which is the period when we might with reason 
expect to see the pass-over. 





Old Sarum, Gatton, and all those Epigram. 
Dear boroughs, once so snug and close. ; : , ; 
Ty a hs twill Croker has written things to pass for wit, 
Phose rotten boroughs twill overthrow, | But sure the wretched man must be short sighted,— 
And I (a nominee, you know, ) | + Ti 
Outside the House, must find my way, He and his verses, both are only fit, 
Expell’d by dreadful schedule A, For public nuisances to be zndited, 
And thus ’twill be when [am gone— Taking a Liberty. 
Improvement will go smoothly on ; | a ae ” : ; 
And other members will display, “ Right protect” was the exclamation which gave so much 
The wood effect of schedule A | alarm to the officious blue devil, who intruded into a private 
| apartment in the Minories. Do the policemen imagine that 
eee eeninmecneetesmeennnenemnnietision | the protection of his rights will not be permitted to an En- 
ae 
| glishman ! 
BREVITIES. | glishm 
Epigram. 
t Rasstes ta the aan off wit," Shabaeave. (To the Marquis of Londonderry.) 
as | ‘Tis doubtful in the speeches that you make, 
Epigram. | Which most prevail—the pains you give, or take. 
| - 
(On Lord Mansfield’s opposition to Retorm,) List! List! Oh List!! 
Mansfield with his artillery of skill, The meddling policeman List, who arrested the promenaders 
Assails with heavy battery the bill, } on the fast day, ought not to be taken as a specimen of the 
And sure if bullets should be made of lead | whole force, for it must be admitted List is the very worst 
He has his amnrunition in his head. | part of the cloth, 
! 
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Ceased and deceased. 


Mr. Irving’s unknown tongue has at length finally taken its 
place, among the dead languages. 


Single Gloucester. 


The Duke of Gloucester is said to have remarked with great. 


simplicity on hearing of the intended abolition of corporal 
punishment in the army, that “he certainly should give the 
project his support, as he had alw: ays thought it hard military 
flogging should be made to fall only on the Corporals.” 


THEATRICALS. 
The large houses are as we predicted on the eve of ruin.— 
Captain Polhill is out of pocket about 12,0002. ; the Woods, 
aud H. Phillips have struck for salary, and to keep the house 


open, Wallack, has been amusing himself by performing some 
of his favourite characters. Covent —— ‘n has been trying 


the novel plan of an author playing in his own piece, but we 
cannot speak until our next number, boise far success may have 
attended tke experiment. Mr. Sheridan Knowles deserves 
public favour, for be has contributed very materially by his 
pieces to public entertainment. Monkey Mason has made it 
up with Madame Puzzi, whose name when anglicised by the 
bye is Mrs. Stinks, an apt illustration of the proverbial ‘soft- 
ness of the Italian language. The part of so and so by Mrs. 
Stinks in plain English would look uninviting enough in an 
Opera Bill, but Madame Puzzi softens the thing down, and 
indeed, is a tolerably pretty cognomen. Mason’s making it up 
with the lady is of a piece with all the rest of his management, 
for, after the pains he was at during his quarrel with her to 
prove she was not fit for, a prima donna to thrust her into 
that situation is an insult to the public, that is quite in keep- 
ing with the remainder of his system. Tos?z, is however com- 
ing over, and we hope, that even under Mason’s management, 
the Opera will then be worth visiting. 

The Adelphi has within the last fortnight, produced two 
novelities, oue of which Nina, was crammed for a whole week, 
down the throats, and against the inclination of the audience. 
The other is a burlesque on Robert the Devil, badly writ- 

n, but well acted. The Forgery has been greatly improved, 
and may now be seen with pleasure, though we still protest 
against Buckstone’s plagiarism of Jerrold’s idea, with respect 

to the e ‘mbodyin; g of Wilkie’s pic tures, 

The ‘re has been very little stirring in the Theatrical world 

nee our last, and ow ing, we Imagine, t 0 the depresse ‘d state of 
eae affairs, the spirits of the managers seem to be unequal 
to the making of the necessary etforts to ameliorate the condi- 
tion of their property (7). Covent Garden, however, haying 
at last announced a novelty, Drury Lane, in order to haste ‘nthe 
ruin unpending over both establishments, gets re: idy a play for 
the same evening, in a silly spirit of vexatious riv: alry, soth 
pieces being of a similar kind, cannot both draw equally, and 
the small portion that yet remains of the play-going public 
must, therefore, be divided } by this stupid spirit of useless oppo- 
We cannot be at both places at once, but ‘ please God 
they live,” we will go and see both the ne alain dramas before 
our next publication. Covent Garden is open for the de nefit 
of the actors alone—we trust that there is no covert design to 
shove upon the poor performers the whole loss of the specula- 
tion. We never hear of a denefit, in theatrical language, with- 
out feeling a sensation of sincere pity for those about to take 
one, It not unfrequeutly leaves a performer in debt with his 
manager; and insolvency, with the denefit of the act, is often 
the result of the simple act of the benefit. 
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FIGARO IN LONDON. 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
M. A. who puts his or her request so civilly, is informed that Figaro 
a Spanish barber, immortalised by a very witty Freach dramatist, who 
cas given to him the attributes of drollery and spirit, satire, rood. 
humour, and vivacity. The name, therefore, can only be applied pro- 
perly to a person possessing all these essentials to form the character of 
Figaro. 

We have in some quarters been accused of illiberality towards our 
contemporaries, a charge which we repel witb indignation. ‘The Ballot, 
a respectable newspaper, was even imposed on by some secret and 
interested enemy of Figaro, to give currency to such a charge, which, 
however, was immediately withdrawn by the ‘editor, on receiving a note 
from us requesting that the imputation against us might be e sither con- 
tradicted or substantiated. We must confess we have been annoyed by 
seeing certain penny publications professing to be couducte ‘don the 
plan of Figaro, substituting ribaldry for drollery, and giving curre ney 
to gross indecenc y, for we feel, that by being seen in only one, such 
disgusting matter might degrade the whole class of che ‘ap periodicals, 
The truth, however, of what is stated in the Times, is fully born out by 
experience, viz : that the “obscene and libellous trash will, thanks to 
the good sense of the public, quickly sink into ruinous insignificance, 
unless raised into an ephemeral and artificial notoriety by the zeal, with- 
out knowledge of public prosecutors, or very young members of Parlia- 
ment.” Such, from the report of cases of Figuro-mania in our present 
number, will be found to have been the result of these rash speculations. 
We most cordially agree with the Times, in recommending to every 
class of readers, the new Penny Magazine, published under “the super- 
intendence of the Society for the Diffusion of Useful knowledge. It 
will be found a dish of truly nutritious intellectual food, and we would 
prescribe it as a kind of substantial meal, previous to making a light 
desert on the contents of Figaro. 

We proceed to our report of Figaro-mania, which is we hope, the last 
with which our readers will be troubled, 

Remaining at last report 9. 

New cases 0, 

Deaths, Punchinello, 

Recoveries, NONE. 

In closing our report we have to state that we fee] no unbecoming 
exultation over the defeat of arival. Gross indelicacy we have already. 
protested against, scurrility we despise, and want of talent we pity. We 
feel therefore no compassion for any of the works that are now deceased, 
with the exception of Punchinello and the Weekly Visitor, both of w hich 
were free, at least from the two first imperfections. 

Some persons are in the habit of addressing letters from the country 
to our Publisher in town without paying the postage. This is a paltry 
artifice, and a person named Roberts, who has done so, is informed 
that his advice is dearly bought by the payment of ten-pence for his 
letter. 


We ekly Visitor, and New Figaro. 





CHEAP NEW MUSICAL PERIODICALS, 


On the principal of Cheap Literary undertakings. 


HE FLUTONICON ; or, Flute Player’s Monthly Com- 
panion. No.3 was published on the Ist of March, and No.4 was also pub- 
lished on the Ist of April, containing 16 pages of Music tor As.—** An adimirabie little 
work, full of promise, and honestly worth double its price.’—Athenwum. ‘This work 
is Jntes ided for those who have made some progress on the instrument. 
THE APOLLONIAD, No. 1, price 2s., was also published on the Ist of April last 
This splendid work is intended to supply Flute and Piano Forte Players with Duetts 
Concertante, wherein each party will be allotted a due share ofinterest. The Duett in 
No. ], has been lately published in Paris at 9 frances. 
3. THE GERMAN FLUTE MAGAZINE for beginners, No. I, 
likewise on the Ist of April last. 
These 3 Works are punctually published on the Ist of every month. 
L indies : Sherwood and Co. 23, Paternoster Row, ; Purday, 45, High Holborn, Dale, 
19, Poultry ; and Duff, 65, Oxford Street. 
«*, No. 4 of The Flutonicon contains an explanation and description of the New 


Patent Flute. 


oN {ARTS.—POSTPONEMENT OF PUBLICATION. 
as public are respectfully informed, that the appearance of No. L., of the New 
publication in the present month, under the title ot 


LO STUDIO, 


is postponed until the first Saturday ia May. ‘This work, solely dedicated to the purposes, 
onestly devoted to the interests of Native Talent, will be publishedin Nambers, every 
. aining 16 oetavo pages, price 3d.; and will consist of Critiques on 
Reviews of Books relating to Art; original 


price ls., was published 


Work, which was advertised for 


aud ty 
other Saturday, conta 
public Exhibitions, and private Collectious ; 


Papers; and miseellaneous matter. 
‘The proprietors sincerely wishing that prosperity and success may attend the efforts of 


British Artists, strongly deprecate the notion of this being started im opposition to, oT 
rival Ms ur competition with any other pee dical devoted to the Fine Arts. 

Ni, The Editor bas to thana G, W.S. and S. P.Q. for their obliging communications, 

vd A sabes that their judicious ee ions (many of which were already embod ied 
in the programme of the work) shal] not pass unheeded. 

The Proprietors reiterate their request of any suggestions respecting LO STUDIO, 
addressed by letter, post paid, to the Editor, at Mr. Ric hardsun ®,245 High Holborn. For 
vther particulars, see Advertisements in Nos. 4, 6, and 7, of Ligaro in London. 


Printed by W. Molineux, 13, Rolls Buildings, Fetter Lane. 
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